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BERKELEY 1900: Daily Life at the 
Turn of the Century 
ISBN: 9780967820446, Retail: $24.95  
Publisher: RSB Books 
Author: Richard Schwartz 
Pub Date: 9/09, Format: SC 
 

Since its initial publication a decade ago, Berkeley 

1900: Daily Life at the Turn of the Century has 

captivated readers with its unprecedented blend of 

serious history, fascinating images, and heartfelt 

storytelling. Its eyewitness accounts and unique 

views of Berkeley a hundred years past show how 

profoundly the landscape, culture, economy, and 

social values of modern Berkeley have been shaped 

by what came before. In this special tenth-

anniversary edition, readers will discover a wealth of 

new source quotes and nearly 200 additional 

photos, making Berkeley 1900 more than ever the 

definitive account of a pivotal time in the life of one 

of America's most beloved cities. 

 

EARTHQUAKE EXODUS, 1906, 
BERKELEY RESPONDS TO THE 
SAN FRANCISO REFUGEES  
ISBN: 9780967820415, Retail: $24.95  
Publisher: RSB Books 

Author: Richard Schwartz 
Pub Date: 11/05, Format: SC 
 
Earthquake Exodus, 1906 tells the story of the ten-

week relief effort in the East Bay after the 1906 San 

Francisco earthquake and fire. Within hours of the 

earthquake, the people of Berkeley began to 

organize a citizens' committee, knowing that terrified 

masses of stricken refuges would pour into their 

town within hours. By revisiting both their 

challenges--smallpox, fires, and keeping public 

order--and acts of grace, such as taking in the 

homeless, setting up temporary camps, and 

dispensing food, Richard Schwartz illuminates a 

nearly forgotten episode in Bay Area history. 

Containing many breathtaking photos and 

illustrations not seen for nearly one hundred years, 

this new visual history offers up singularly human 

details of one of the nation's most infamous 

disasters. 

 

 

 
THE MAN WHO LIT LADY LIBERTY: 
The Extraordinary Rise and Fall of 
Actor M. B. Curtis 
ISBN: 9780967820453, Retail: $29.95  
Publisher: RSB Books 
Author: Richard Schwartz 
Pub Date: 4/17, Format: HC 

 
As the Statue of Liberty stood unlit and unloved by 

American politicians in 1886, one of her saviors was 

creating a theatrical sensation at New York's 

Fourteenth Street Theatre. Actor M. B. Curtis, who 

had achieved overnight success in Sam'l of Posen, a 

groundbreaking play that transcended the common 

stereotypes of Jewish characters current at the time, 

was basking in public accolades at every curtain call 

when he came to Lady Liberty's aid. Actor, producer, 

real estate developer, promoter, hotelier, benefactor, 

and murder suspect, Curtis reached the highs of 

celebrity and fame as well as the lows of failure, 

illness, and a faltering career. The Man Who Lit 

Lady Liberty rescues his story from the dusty 

archives of forgotten history and reexamines an 

actor whose creativity and cultural influence still 

resonate today. 

 
THE MAN WHO LIT LADY LIBERTY: 
The Extraordinary Rise and Fall of 
Actor M. B. Curtis 
ISBN: 9780967820460, Retail: $19.95  
Publisher: RSB Books 
Author: Richard Schwartz 
Pub Date: 8/19, Format: SC 

 
As the Statue of Liberty stood unlit and unloved by 

American politicians in 1886, one of her saviors was 

creating a theatrical sensation at New York's 

Fourteenth Street Theatre. Actor M. B. Curtis, who 

had achieved overnight success in Sam'l of Posen, a 

groundbreaking play that transcended the common 

stereotypes of Jewish characters current at the time, 

was basking in public accolades at every curtain call 

when he came to Lady Liberty's aid. Actor, producer, 

real estate developer, promoter, hotelier, benefactor, 

and murder suspect, Curtis reached the highs of 

celebrity and fame as well as the lows of failure, 

illness, and a faltering career. The Man Who Lit 

Lady Liberty rescues his story from the dusty 

archives of forgotten history and reexamines an 

actor whose creativity and cultural influence still 

resonate today. 


